College Heights Estates Association Newsletter
Fall 2014

President’s Letter
Dear Friends and Neighbors,
On behalf of the College Heights Estates Association Board, I welcome all of you to our annual CHEA Fest on
Sunday, October 12, 2014 from 2:00 to 5:30 p.m., at the corner of Chansory Lane and Calverton Drive. Bring the
family. We will have activities for the children and you will have a chance to visit with new and long-time
neighbors. You are welcome to bring a dish; it’s always fun to taste someone else’s favorite treat. We will have
grilled hamburgers, hot dogs and other picnic favorites. Come and help us to make this the best CHEA Fest ever.
This corner of Chansory Lane and Calverton Drive leads onto a path that goes from our community to the UMD.
Many residents of CHE and University Park use the path as a shortcut to the University. It has also attracted
outsiders who are now parking on Chansory, Calverton, Eversfield and Commander, Lovell and Windsor to avoid
parking fees at the University. We want to make sure that people using the path are safe and do not engage in any
criminal activities that may spill over into our community. To this end we have been working with our
Councilman Eric Olson, his Chief of Staff Dannielle Glaros, the Prince George’s County Police, UMD Police, UP
Police and the County’s Department of Public Works to increase surveillance of the path. Please note the new
warning signs posted along the path (see story with photos.)
We also conducted a survey of residents along affected streets to see if they would like to institute a restricted
parking permit process. A story on preliminary survey results and next steps is included in this newsletter.
On a scary note, you may have heard that one of our neighbors was viciously attacked by a dog that escaped from
his owner’s home and ran across the street to clamp onto the victim’s arm and then bite his leg. Our neighbor,
after several hospital visits and rehabilitation, thankfully is recovering. CHEA worked with the County Police and
Animal Control Chief, to assure that our residents and children were safe from this threat. We realize it was
difficult for the dog owner’s family, but they returned the dog to the shelter it came from.
If you are hearing the train whistles more loudly and seeing more dust in the air, the Cafritz construction site is to
blame. They have removed the trees that served as a noise buffer and were not managing the dirt as they were
required to do as part of their construction permit. They are now paying more attention to the need to be better
neighbors; however, construction sites are dirty and noisy. Other development information is in this edition.
I hope to see all of you on October 12 at CHEA Fest!
Warm regards,
Beverly Silverberg
President, CHEA

CHEA Fest – Sunday October 12th
Corner of Chansory Lane and Calverton Drive
2:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Hot Dogs
Hamburgers
Picnic Fare
Your Favorite Dish
Children’s Activities

Come and invite your neighbors to join you!!!
______________________________________________________________________________

Signage Posted Along Path to the University of Maryland

There is now increased police surveillance on the path leading to the University of Maryland from
College Heights Estates. As a result of CHEA board discussions with County Councilman Eric Olson,
his chief-of-staff, Dannielle Glaros, the PG County Police, the UP Police, the UMD Police, and the
County’s Department of Public Works, warning signs have been placed at the entrance to the path, and
along the path, starting at Chansory Lane and Calverton Drive. The signs were installed in September
2014. The signs and surveillance were added to increase safety and to discourage any illegal activity.

CHEA Initiates Survey on Non-resident Parking Restrictions
The CHEA Board has been researching the issue of non-resident parking on CHE streets.
An increasing number of people, who do not live or rent a home in College Heights Estates, are parking
on our streets all day during the week. They are walking to work or school and are using a path from
College Heights Estates to the University of Maryland. The path through the woods crosses private
property, state-owned property, wetlands, and utility rights-of-way, according to research done by a
committee, headed by CHEA Vice President Jana Over.
There are two issues that the board discussed. The first was people trespassing on private property to
shortcut their trips and the second was people parking on CHE streets. There is a concern that once the
Purple Line is built there will be even more people that will park on the streets of our community.
Possibly improving the path was tabled after police from several surrounding jurisdictions advised that
criminals were already using the path through the woods to escape police chasing them. The police
were opposed to any consideration of creating an improved path. There was also no interest on the part
of the University or the State to fund and build an improved path.
At a March 19, 2014, Board Meeting, CHEA officers and board voted to initiate a survey of residents to
determine interest in establishing non-resident parking restrictions from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m., Monday
through Friday, on five streets in College Heights Estates that were experiencing non-resident parking:
Commander Drive, Windsor Lane, Calverton Drive, Chansory Lane and Lovell Drive. It turns out that a
sixth street, Eversfield Drive, also has a non-resident parking problem and asked to be included in the
survey. The survey is a first step in a County permit parking process.
Prince George’s County has a Digital Parking Permit Program that allows residents to set parking
restriction days and times to control non-resident parking on neighborhood streets. If residents approve
parking restrictions on any of the six streets, CHEA can purchase decals and hang tags (for visitors) so
that CHEA residents know which cars belong to residents and thereby can notify the Prince George’s
County police when a non-resident car is parked in a restricted zone. It is then subject to fines and
possibly being towed.
Of the six streets surveyed this summer, only Eversfield Drive reached the required County minimum of
60% of homeowners with a “yes” response. No other street had a total response rate of 60% (yes or no).
The total response rate from the other four streets ranged from 28% to 56%. The next highest “yes”
response came from Commander Drive residents with 32% of the homeowners responding
affirmatively. Summary survey results will be posted to the CHEA website.
While almost half of the 93 homeowners receiving the survey responded, and of the total responding,
almost 2/3rds were in favor of the permit program, the County requires a “Yes” response from at least
60% of the homeowners on a given street before the program can be considered for implementation on
that street. We know residents have a lot of questions on how the program would be administered. The
CHEA Board will schedule a neighborhood-wide meeting with a County representative to explain the
County’s Digital Parking Permit Program and to discuss next steps later this fall. The County requires a
public meeting as part of the parking permit petition process.

Area Development
Cafritz Property
The General Contractor, L.F. Jennings, is continuing construction of the Whole Foods Market and continues with
the site utility work. They are clearing the site, as well as continuing removal and haul-off of excess soil, trees
and rubble. This will include work along the Route 1 buffer area.
L.F. Jennings will also be performing installation of storm drain outfall piping from Wells Run to the SW corner
of the site. These activities will require heavy equipment accessing the site. Two of the construction entrances are
located along Route 1 located near both ends of the project site and one entrance at Maryland Avenue. For

updates on this construction project, see http://www.cafritzpop.com/construction-updates/

Whole Foods Construction Site. Photo taken from Entrance to Postal Facility off Route #1, 9/28/14, P. Cunniff.

The Hotel at the University of Maryland
Baltimore Avenue South of Paint Branch Status: Awaiting
Detailed Site Plan Submission. The planned $115 million hotel
and conference facility across from the main gate to campus is
expected to submit a Detailed Site Plan in the coming weeks.
The development is currently scheduled to be reviewed by the
County Planning Board on December 18th, while the City will
weigh in on the plan in late November. The Board of Public
Works agreed to sell the 3.1-acre site for $5.43 million to the
University of Maryland College Park Foundation, which is
negotiating a ground lease with the development team led by
David Hillman of Southern Management. Current plans call

for a 13-story facility with 293 rooms, 20,000 SF of conference space, a cafe and upscale restaurant on
the ground floor along with other retail, and a rooftop lounge overlooking campus.
From Development Updates, City of College Park, September 2014.

The Safeway at
University Town Center
Construction is underway at
University Town Center, just off
East West Highway, to build a
new retail center, anchored by a
Safeway Store. The Safeway will
be a 55,000 square foot food and
beverage store which is expected
to
open
in
fall
2015.
Groundbreaking occurred May 7, 2014. The Pittsburg-based real estate company, ECHO Realty, is spearheading
construction of the $25M development at University Town Center that includes Safeway, and other retail and
office space. The project is part of an effort to encourage more development around Metro stations.

The Leaves Are Coming!
Effective January 1, 2014, yard waste which includes grass
clippings, small branches, leaves, and brush will no longer
be collected in plastic bags. You must place your grass
clippings, leaves, etc., in a trash can or in large paper yard
waste bags and place them curbside. DO NOT BRING
YOUR LOOSE LEAVES TO THE CURB; YOU WILL
BE FINED. Weekly pick-ups are every Wednesday.

Fall Gubernatorial Election
The fall 2014 gubernatorial election is set for Tuesday, November 4, 2014, 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. In addition
to electing a new governor, residents will also be voting for the State Senate, the State House of
Delegates, and our County Council member. Early voting is Thursday, October 23, 2014 through
Thursday, October 30, 2014, 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. For information about the election slates, voting sites, and
ballot questions, see the following web site: http://www.elections.state.md.us/elections/2014/

Lose Those Four Pounds!
The University of Maryland Health Futures Program will launch a one year campaign called "Lose It to
Win It." This program challenges 250,000 residents of Prince George's County to lose 4 pounds
between October 1, 2014 and October 1, 2015. There will also be a zip code competition pitting one
community against the other for weight loss success. Would you like to join or take a look at the
incentives they offer? For further information, see http://loseittowinit.umd.edu/

Eric Olson to Head College Park-UMD Partnership
Eric Olson, County Councilman, District 3, Prince George’s County, is term limited. The election for a
new District 3 County Council member is set for November 4, 2014. According to Councilman Olson’s
September 2014 Newsletter, he said that he will become Executive Director of the College Park CityUniversity Partnership (CPCUP), the local development corporation supported by the University of
Maryland and the City of College Park. In his Newsletter, Olson said “I will be working to implement
the Partnership’s 2020 University District Vision. This Vision includes goals to make College Park a
top 20 university community in five areas by the year 2020. These areas include: Housing and
Development; Transportation; Education; Public Safety; and, Sustainability. I will become the Executive
Director of the Partnership on a full-time basis December 1, 2014, after my county council term expires.
During September, October, and November, I will be working 13 hours/week on a part-time basis for
the Partnership.”

Department of Public Works and Transportation
1st Annual Open House
October 30, 2014

11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

You are invited to attend the DPW&T Open House at 8400 D’Arcy Road, Forestville, Maryland 20747,
where you will be able to:
• Talk to transit, roadway and project experts about issues of interest to CHE residents;
• Learn about County efforts in pedestrian safety, bus service, road maintenance and snow
removal;
• Meet with state and local elected officials;
• Network with other community and civic leaders; and
• Visit the Farmer’s Market featuring locally grown fare.

Battle of Bladensburg – 200th Anniversary
This year marks the bicentennial of the War of 1812 with major activities planned throughout the Washington
area. A symposium “Beyond the Battle: Bladensburg’s History in Context” will be held at Hornbake Library,
University of Maryland, Saturday October 11, 2014. Convenient free parking will be available. The symposium,
co-sponsored by The Prince George’s Historical Society, will include lectures by the three contributing research
historians who collaborated on this grant-funded project: Douglas McElrath on Taverns, Society and Business in
Bladensburg; Susan G. Pearl on Interactions between Bladensburg Landowners and Those who worked for them,
Manumissions and Apprenticeships; and, John Peter Thompson on The Agricultural and Horticultural World of
Bladensburg in the Early 19th Century. The day’s presentations will wrap up with a keynote by archivist/historian
Alan Virta. A reception at the Hornbake Library’s new exhibit, Bladensburg Rediscovered, will follow.
For further information and registration, see http://pgheritage.wordpress.com/beyond-the-battle-symposium/

The Bladensburg Waterfront Park
The Visitors Center at the Bladensburg Waterfront Park is open daily from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. The Visitors Center,
located along the Anacostia River near the site of the Battle of Bladensburg in the War of 1812, uses photos,
artifacts, and other media to tell the fascinating story of the people, places and events of the battle in Prince
George’s County.
Canoes, kayaks, paddleboats, rowboats and bicycles can be rented on an hourly basis through the end of October.
Anacostia River Boat Tours on a pontoon boat are led by Park Naturalists. Weekday boat tours are TuesdayFriday through the end of October, from 12:00 noon-12:45 p.m. Evening boat tours through Sunday, October 27,
2014, are scheduled from 5-5:45 p.m.

The Visitors Center (above), pontoon boat (right), and rental canoes (center) on the Bladensburg Waterfront Park
just southeast of Peace Cross. (Photos P. Cunniff 9/29/14.)

Purple Line Online
The Purple Line is scheduled to open in late 2020. For current Purple Line information visit their
website: www.purplelinemd.com

Restaurants in the Area
The Calvert House Inn, a neighborhood restaurant for over 50
years and famed for its crab cakes, fresh seafood and calcumento,
closed its doors at 6211Baltimore Avenue in February. A new
restaurant, Lesly Restaurant Bar and Grill has opened in this spot,
serving Mexican, Salvadoran, and Latin American food. Samuel
Umanzor, a 10-year resident of Hyattsville, is the owner. He also
runs Lesly Restaurant Bar and Grill in Falls Church, VA.

In College Park, 93 restaurants were ranked and reviewed by TripAdvisor. The top 10 restaurants were:
1. Pho D’Lite, Vietnamese Cuisine, 8147 Baltimore Avenue.
2. Rita’s Italian Ice, Desserts, 8900 Baltimore Avenue.
3. Hanami, Japanese Cuisine, 8145 M-Baltimore Avenue.
4. College Park Diner, American Cuisine, 9206 Baltimore Avenue.
5. The Jerk Pit, Caribbean and Jamaican Cuisine, 9078 Baltimore Avenue.
6. IKEA Restaurant, American Cuisine, 10100 Baltimore Avenue.
7. Mamma Lucia’s, Italian Cuisine, 4634 Cherry Hill Road.
8. Azteca Restaurant and Cantina, Mexican Cuisine, 9505 Baltimore Avenue.
9. Ledo Restaurant, American Cuisine, 4509 Knox Road.
10. Jason’s Deli, American Cuisine, 7556 Baltimore Avenue.
For further information, reviews (over 800 in all), directions, etc., about these and the other 80+
restaurants ranked, see:http://www.tripadvisor.com/Restaurants-g41078-College_Park_Maryland.html

Welcome New Neighbors
6903 Forest Hill Drive – Brian and Susan Bayly to Eric and Lynn Denna,
8/18/14
4006 Remington Court – Christopher Mahoney and Carolyn Cohen to Jon and
Elizabeth Tomquist. 8/18/14
7215 Windsor Lane – Elsa and Margery Chaney to Zhongwei Chen 8/8/14
7011 College Heights Drive – Howard and Cynthia Korn to Ricardo and
Norma Ruiz 6/16/14
7220 Windsor Lane – Evergreene Homes to Alan and Elise Allpress 5/9/14
Submitted by Jean Perovic, Board Member.

Upcoming Events
Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center
Friday, October 10, University of Maryland Symphony Orchestra, Pictures at an Exhibition, 8 p.m.
Wednesday, November 12, University of Maryland Jazz Trio, 7:30 p.m.
Friday, November 14, University of Maryland Symphony Orchestra and University of Maryland Concert Choir,
Brahm’s German Requiem, 8 p.m.
For full schedule and information about free concerts, contact the Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center.

Riversdale Mansion
Monday, October 13, 2014. Support Riversdale by dining at Franklin’s Restaurant and Brewery, 5121 Baltimore
Avenue, Hyattsville, MD, 11:00 a.m. – 9:30 p.m. 20% of your total bill will be donated to Riversdale. Ask that
your bill be added to the Riversdale fundraiser. For information, contact Franklin’s at 301-927-2740.
Sunday, October 26, 2014, Concert by The Riversdale Chamber Music Society, 2:30 p.m. FREE
Saturday, November 1, 2014, A Gothick Evening: Saints and Sinners.7 p.m. Take a lantern-lit tour of the
grounds as you learn about 19th century saints and sinners. Advance Registration and payment required by
October 24, 2014.

CHEA Dues Invoice

College Heights Estates Association
Don Hein, Treasurer
4109 Clagett Road
College Heights Estates, MD 20782

2015 Dues: Still $25.00 per household. If you have not paid your 2014 CHEA dues, now is a good
time to write your check. We will credit you with your 2015 payment. Thank you to those who
have already paid. Proceeds are used to maintain the distinctive street signs around our
community, the flowers at our entrance, pay for mailings and other communications, and fund
our annual CHEA Fest, which is on October 12th this year. Send your payment to Don Hein at the
address above, or you can pay your 2015 dues at CHEA Fest. See you there!

UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS
CHEA maintains a protected email list, available only for CHEA business. If you would like to receive
CHEA Alerts (time-critical safety notifications), and the CHEA Newsletter by email, please send your
current email address to cheamd@cheamd.org. CHEA retains your information in complete privacy and
does not share it. Newsletters are ONLY sent electronically!
CHEA WEB SITE
The CHEA Website is www.cheamd.org, with news about our community. Thanks to Board Members
Jana Over and Joel Scheraga, our website is up and running. We will post newsworthy items on the
website as well as minutes of all CHEA meetings. You are welcome to attend any CHEA Board
meeting and to self nominate for board membership. The annual meeting and elections are held in
January, weather permitting.

CHEA Officers
President: Beverly Silverberg beverly.silverberg@gmail.com
Vice President: over.jana@gmail.com
Treasurer: Donald Hein donhein@verizon.net
Secretary/Communications Director: Patricia Cunniff pcunniff@gmail.com

Board Members:
Ron Blunck ron@thebluncks.com
Ronald Browning arkabee@verizon.net
Lisa Holt balloongirl@msn.com
Matthew Kinnard matthew.kinnard@gmail.com
Rick Macpherson ricmacinc@aol.com
Joseph Novello novelloj@verizon.net
Kimberly Nugent kimberlynugent@gmail.com
Marilyn O’Brien marilynobrien5@gmail.com
Jean Pirovic jean.pirovic@longandfoster.com
Jud Samon jsamon@dakotagroup.org
Joel Scheraga enviroecon@scheraga.com
Ellen Wallis sewjjw@gmail.com
Non-voting Member:
Jean Lee jeanslee91467@yahoo.com

