
 
 

 
College Heights Estates Association 

President’s Letter 
Spring 2015 

Dear Friends and Neighbors, 
  
I hope you are all enjoying the beautiful weather and the plants that make our community so 
special.  The tulip magnolias and the cherry trees, the azaleas and spring bulbs are delightful.  Sadly, 
some of our foliage has become deer food and my suggestion is to cover your flower beds with netting. 
  
Have you heard that there is a proposed property tax increase for our area? Come to our annual meeting 
and hear from our County Councilwoman Dannielle Glaros about the budget.  Our meeting has been 
moved to the Spring to avoid inclement weather so please join us on Monday, April 27th at 7:00 p.m. at 
University Park Elementary School.  In addition to our annual elections we will have a representative 
from WSSC to explain their program for replacing water lines in our community. They will answer your 
questions and provide maps identifying the streets and activities they are planning. We will also hear 
from ECHO Realty about the new Safeway and development plans at University Town Center. And, as 
mentioned, our County Council member will join us to talk about the proposed property tax increase.  
 
In this newsletter, we have some information and pictures of ongoing local development. There’s the 
Cafritz construction on Route One, the Book Exchange further North and a new hotel planned for Route 
One at Paint Branch Parkway. If you’ve gone to the Giant or Home Depot on East West Highway, you 
will notice that the Kiplinger property has been obliterated.  A rezoning application has been submitted 
to change the 11 acres from commercial to mixed use with 870 apartments and 34,000 square feet of 
retail space. Further down East West Highway the new Safeway is going up. Hopefully, these changes 
will be good ones and provide more jobs and new opportunities for shopping and recreation. 
  
I mentioned our annual elections. If you are interested in becoming a board member, please let me or 
any board member know. We will be happy to add your name to the roster.  We are anxious to have 
every street in College Heights Estates represented on our board.  I end my letter by asking you to please 
pay your dues, if you haven’t already done so.  They are still only $25. Dues are used to maintain our 
distinctive College Heights Estates signs and the entrance plantings at the corner of Wells Parkway and 
Adelphi Road, and pay for our Annual CHEA Fest. 
  
I look forward to seeing you on April 27th. 
  
Warm regards, 
 Beverly Silverberg 
  
Beverly Silverberg 
President, CHEA 



 

Annual Meeting 
College Heights Estates Association 
University Park Elementary School 

Monday, April 27, 2015 
 

AGENDA 
 
 

7:00 p.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks 
7:10 p.m.  Election of CHEA Officers and Board 
7:20 p.m.  WSSC Presentation and Q&A 
8:00 p.m.  University Town Center Development Plans, ECHO Realty, and Q&A 
8:30 p.m. County Council Member Dannielle Glaros, Discussion of Proposed Property Tax  
  Increase  
 
We hope to see you on the 27th!   
 
 

Our Beautiful Community 
 
 

 
 

Flowering trees on College Heights Drive and Remington Court, Spring 2015. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



County Services 

Recycling News 

Effective July 1, 2015, Prince George’s County will no longer accept plastic shopping bags in the 

Recycling container.  Adam Ortiz, Director, Department of the Environment, Prince George’s County, 

in a story in The Gazette, April 9, 2015, indicated that “plastic bags pose a hazard to the equipment used 

in sorting recycling.  The plastic bags easily get caught up in the cogs of the machinery, causing us to 

shut down the facility several times a day.”  

Ortiz indicated that the Department will be initiating a campaign, “Return to Sender,” urging residents to 

return disposable plastic bags to stores and to encourage stores to recycle them. In addition to plastic 

bags, the new regulations, to be effective July 1st, will also include film plastic used to wrap food, plastic 

sandwich bags, and dry cleaning bags. The Department is also encouraging residents to reuse plastic 

bags as wastebasket liners or for other purposes before throwing them out. Concern about plastic bags 

has also been voiced by other county-based groups such as the Anacostia Watershed that is concerned 

about plastic bags being caught in our trees and waterways.  

Yard Waste  

Yard waste which includes grass clippings, small branches, leaves, and brush is no longer accepted in 

plastic bags.  You may place your grass clippings, leaves, etc., in a trash can or in large brown yard 

waste paper bags and place them curbside.   Weekly pick-ups are every 

Wednesday.  

Free Mulch 

An opportunity to acquire free mulch is coming up April 25th.  See the 

flyer to the left.  This is an example of a “Source Reduction Event,” 

sponsored by the county.  

Bulky Trash 

The County’s Department of the Environment will pick up large bulky 

items. However, you must call the Department’s Bulky Trash Collection 

Unit at 301-952-7600 to make an appointment for pickup.  Bulky items 

should only be placed at the curb the night before the scheduled pickup.  

Use CountyClick311 

County residents can get answers to questions and receive assistance with resolving non-emergency 

issues by calling the county website: www:CountyClick311.com, or by using your phone to place a call 

between 7 a.m. and 7 p.m., Monday through Friday. For emergencies, call 911.  



Farmers Markets 

The College Park Farmers Market, now in its 5th year, 

opened on Sunday, April 12th at City Hall. This farmers 

market will be open every Sunday from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.  

The Hollywood Farmers Market will open on April 

25th at 9801 Rhode Island Avenue, next to REI.  This 

market includes produce, locally made bakery goods, 

crafts by local artisons and more.   

The Riverdale Park Farmers Market is open every 

Thursday afternoon from 3 -7 p.m. in the area next to the Riverdale MARC Station. The market includes 

produce, bakery products,  and periodic musical events. For further information, contact the Riverdale 

Park City offices.  

New Artwork Commission 

ECHO Realty and the Hyattsville Community Development Corporation have announced a new work of 

public art will be commissioned for the entrance gateway to the East West Highway-oriented 

commerical development at University Town Center. A “Call to Artists” for the $44,000 commission 

has been released and installation is slated for October 2015. The artwork will be positioned east of 

America Boulevard. The request indicates that the artwork should reflect the a theme that aligns with the 

new development underway.  Suggested themes include:  healthy food and a healthy lifestyle. It was 

noted that MedStar has announced that it will be located at the the Gateway with a major Prompt Care 

and Medical Facility.  To learn more about this public art initiative, visit: http://hycdc.org/publicart.  

New Green Infrastructure to Improve County Water Run-off 

The county has enetered into a million-dollar partnership to retrofit thousands of acres of public and 

private land with green infrastructure designed to capture and treat run-off before pollutants flow into 

the Chesapeake Bay. For more information, see: News & Happenings, April 10, 2015, College Park 

City-University Parnership, Eric Olsen, Director.  

……   

 

 

 

 



Development Update 

UMD Foundation Makes Its Mark Downtown 

As the City and University seek to spark redevelopment in Downtown College Park, the recent 

acquisition of 1.9 acres by the University of Maryland College Park Foundation is a major step in that 

direction. The properties were purchased for $8,250,000, or nearly $100 per square foot, from a Trust 

that had willed the land to the Foundation. Three separate parcels were included in the deal: three retail 

storefronts and the vacant Little Tavern building on Route 1 between Knox and Lehigh Roads; the 

multiple retail storefronts from 7-11 to The Beach Tanning Center that run from Knox Road to Lehigh 

Road along Sterling Place; and two parking lots behind the Sterling Place retail. The Foundation will 

manage the properties and continue leasing them until redevelopment plans are prepared, including the 

planned joint project on the City Hall block between Knox and Lehigh Roads.  CHEA will monitor this 

development that impacts downtown College Park. From: Development Update, City of College Park, 

March 2015. 

Target Coming to College Park  
 

TargetExpress Store for College Park, MD   

(Photo courtesy of Target)  
 
The newest format Target store — a mini, 
convenience-oriented version called 
TargetExpress — will open on 
Baltimore Avenue in College Park this 
fall. CA Ventures, a Chicago-based real 
estate firm that purchased the former 
Maryland Book Exchange, has been 
turning the property into a mixed-use 
development featuring apartments above 
new shops and retail. Target will open a 
14,617-square-foot TargetExpress there, 

hopefully before University of Maryland students return from summer break. Though the store will be 
only about one-tenth the size of the average Target, it will feature a grocery section plus health, beauty 
and household products.  
 
The developers of Landmark, the former Maryland Book Exchange, have indicated that leasing has been 
very strong. Over 85% of the 829 beds available for fall 2015 have been accounted for.  The asking 
price for studios to four-bed suites ranges from $899 to $1700 a month/bed.  From: Development 

Update, City of College Park, March 2015. 

 

 
 
 



Whole Foods Market Moving Forward 
 
The construction team has indicated that in the remaining days of April, they will be continuing 
construction of the Whole Foods Market and removal and haul off of excess soil and rubble. The 
installation of the Hiker-Biker sub-base is now complete. The installation of the retaining wall along the 
northern property line is expected to be complete by the end of April.   
 
Looking out 1-2 months, the construction team will be continuing the work outlined above and will also 
be starting an additional building to provide new retail to the area.  Installation of traffic signs at Van 
Buren Street and Route 1 is set for 2-6 months from now. For further updates on this construction, see 
www:cafritzpop.com/construction-updates. 

 
The Hotel at The University of Maryland, Baltimore Avenue  

 

The planned $115 million hotel and conference facility across from the main gate to campus is 
expected to open January 2017.  The hotel will have 292 rooms and over 20,000 square feet of 
conference space, a rooftop lounge, and additional retail. . The hotel will have Franklins Oyster Bar & 

Grill, Potomac Pizza, Bagels ’n Grinds and 
Elizabeth Arden Red Door Spa. The menu for 
Franklins will include local seafood and steaks and 
pastry products made on site.   
 
From Development Updates, City of College Park, 

and News & Happenings, published April 10, 2015 

by the College Park City-University Partnership, 

Eric Olsen, Director. 

The Safeway and Other Development at 

University Town Center 

Construction is underway at University Town Center, just off East West Highway, to build a new retail 

center, anchored by a Safeway Store.  The Safeway will be a 55,000 square foot food and beverage 

store which is expected to open in fall 2015.  Groundbreaking occurred May 7, 2014.  The Pittsburg-

based real estate company, ECHO Realty, is spearheading construction of a $25M development at 

University Town Center that includes Safeway, and other retail and office space. The project is part of 

an effort to encourage more development around the county’s Metro stations.  The garage at UTC will 

house 300 autos; many of these spaces will be atop the Safeway Store.  Efforts are also underway to 

promote better pedestrian access and to transform the Prince George’s Plaza area into a walkable, 

mixed-use, and vibrant downtown.  The key preliminary Transit District Development Plan (TDDP) 

recommendations will be discussed at the Prince George’s Plaza Community Center, 6600 Adelphi 

Road, Hyattsville, MD, on Tuesday, April 28, 2015, 6:30-8:30 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. For further 

information, see www.pgplanning.org/PGPlazaTDDP.htm.  

 



Welcome New Neighbors 

7209 Windsor   Emily and Brendan Shea. 

Submitted by Dixie Meadows, RE/MAX Realty 

Upcoming Events 

UMD Earth Day, Wednesday, April 22nd, 6-8 p.m., Grand Ballroom Stamp Student Union. The 

program will feature live music, on and off-campus organizations, food and music. 

Maryland Day, Saturday, April 25, 2015, University of Maryland campus, 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Come 

learn more about university programs and opportunities, enjoy live music and food, and catch up with 

neighbors and friends. For full schedule, contact Marylandday.umd.edu.  Maryland Day is held rain or 

shine. Parking is limited so it may help to walk or take alternate transportation. A shuttle bus will take 

you from one venue to another.  

 

Transit District Development Plan (TDDP), Wednesday, April 28, 6:30-8:30 p.m., Prince 

George’s Plaza Community Center, 6600 Adelphi Road, Hyattsville, MD.  Public input is invited on 

how to make the PG Plaza area into a vibrant downtown. 

Outdoor Big Band Finale, UMD Jazz Ensemble, UMD Jazz Lab Band & University Jazz Band, 

Wednesday, May 6th, Chris Vadala, Conductor, 5:30 p.m., Theatre Courtyard, Clarice Smith 

Performing Arts Center, FREE.   

CHEA Dues Invoice 

College Heights Estates Association 

Don Hein, Treasurer 

4109 Clagett Road 

College Heights Estates, MD 20782 

2015 Dues:  Still $25.00 per household. If you have not paid your 

2015 CHEA dues, now is a good time to write your check. Thank 

you to those who have already paid. Proceeds are used to 

maintain the distinctive street signs around our community, the flowers at our entrance, pay for mailings 

and other communications, and fund our annual CHEAFest.  Send your payment to Don Hein at the 

address above. 

 



UPDATE YOUR EMAIL ADDRESS 

CHEA maintains a protected email list, available only for CHEA business. If you would like to receive CHEA 

Alerts (time-critical safety notifications), and the CHEA Newsletter by email, please send your current email 

address to cheamd@cheamd.org. CHEA retains your information in complete privacy and does not share it.  

CHEA WEBSITE 

The CHEA Website is www.cheamd.org, with news about our community.  Thanks to Board Members Jana 

Over and Joel Scheraga, our website is up and running.  We will post newsworthy items on the website as well 

as minutes of all CHEA meetings.  CHEA Board members can be reached through our cheamd@cheamd.org 

address. You are welcome to attend any CHEA Board meeting and to self-nominate for board membership.  

CHEA Slate of Officers and Board Members 

Voting at CHEA’s Annual Meeting, April 27, 2015, University Park Elementary School, 7 p.m.  

Officers: 

President:  Beverly Silverberg beverly.silverberg@gmail.com 

Vice President:  over.jana@gmail.com 

Treasurer:  Donald Hein   donhein@verizon.net 

Secretary/Communications Director:  Patricia Cunniff  pcunniff@gmail.com 

Board Members: 

Ron Blunck ron@thebluncks.com 

Ronald Browning  arkabee@verizon.net 

Lisa Holt balloongirl@msn.com 

Matthew Kinnard   matthew.kinnard@gmail.com 

Rick Macpherson ricmacinc@aol.com 

Joseph Novello novelloj@verizon.net 

Kimberly Nugent kimberlynugent@gmail.com 

Marilyn O’Brien marilynobrien5@gmail.com 

Jean Pirovic jean.pirovic@longandfoster.com 

Jud Samon jsamon@dakotagroup.org 

Joel Scheraga enviroecon@scheraga.com 

Ellen Wallis sewjjw@gmail.com 

Non-voting Member: 

Jean Lee jeanslee91467@yahoo.com 

Many thanks to our volunteers: Newsletter Editor, Pat Cunniff, and our Webmaster Joel Scheraga. 

 

 


